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Dorian Gray Literary Analysis
	"No artist is ever morbid.” (pg1). This quote by Oscar Wilde shows his view of artists and how they think. Oscar Wilde was an Irish playwright, poet, and writer. He was involved in the philosophy of aestheticism which focuses on natural beauty. One of his most famous stories is The Picture of Dorian Gray. The novel is set in London around the 1800’s. It is about Dorian Gray who has his portrait painted by Basil Hallward. While he is being painted Basil introduces Dorian to Lord Henry Wotton. Lord Henry is all about the pleasures in life. He begins to show Dorian his way of life. Dorian falls in love with a Sybil Vane. Their relationship does not work go so they part ways. Sybil commits suicide. After that Dorian starts to experiment with many taboo pleasures. For many years he has been doing these things but he has not aged at all. His portrait that was made by Basil ages instead of him so when Dorian looks at it he is horrified by what he sees. He tries save his soul and become innocent again so that the portrait will no longer age. He takes Basil and they look at the picture but there is no improvement. The painting has only gotten even more disgusting since the last time he saw it. This makes Dorian angry and he stabs Basil. After he stabs Basil he takes the knife and slashes the painting. By slashing the painting he ended up killing himself because the portrait was cursed. His butler comes upstairs and found his dead body lying on the floor and looking like zombie. The painting went back to how it looked when it had just been finished. 
	The purpose of art is one of the themes in this book. "It is your best work, Basil, the best thing you have ever done," said Lord Henry languidly. "You must certainly send it next year to the Grosvenor. The Academy is too large and too vulgar. Whenever I have gone there, there have been either so many people that I have not been able to see the pictures, which was dreadful, or so many pictures that I have not been able to see the people, which was worse. The Grosvenor is really the only place." (ch1). In this quote we can see that in the eyes of Lord Henry art is nothing more than a reason to watch people’s expressions as they look at the art.  For there would be a real pleasure in watching it. He would be able to follow his mind into its secret places. This portrait would be to him the most magical of mirrors. As it had revealed to him his own body, so it would reveal to him his own soul. And when winter came upon it, he would still be standing where spring trembles on the verge of summer. When the blood crept from its face, and left behind a pallid mask of chalk with leaden eyes, he would keep the glamour of boyhood. Not one blossom of his loveliness would ever fade. Not one pulse of his life would ever weaken. Like the gods of the Greeks, he would be strong, and fleet, and joyous. What did it matter what happened to the colored image on the canvas? He would be safe. That was everything.” (ch8). Dorian knows about his eternal in this quote, this gives him the ability to relax because he never wants to age. “In one point he was more fortunate than the novel's fantastic hero. He never knew -- never, indeed, had any cause to know -- that somewhat grotesque dread of mirrors, and polished metal surfaces, and still water which came upon the young Parisian so early in his life, and was occasioned by the sudden decay of a beau that had once, apparently, been so remarkable. It was with an almost cruel joy -- and perhaps in nearly every joy, as certainly in every pleasure, cruelty has its place -- that he used to read the latter part of the book, with its really tragic, if somewhat overemphasized, account of the sorrow and despair of one who had himself lost what in others, and the world, he had most dearly valued.” (ch11). This quote is also about youth and beauty because it shows that after all of the things that Dorian has been through he still thinks that his good looks are the most important thing in his life. “You were the most unspoiled creature in the whole world. Now, I don't know what has come over you. You talk as if you had no heart, no pity in you, it is all Harry's influence, I see that." (ch10). This shows the negative consequence of influence because Basil does not notice the innocent Dorian he once knew, instead he has found a new darker side of Dorian because of the impression that harry has made on him. "You know we poor artists have to show ourselves in society from time to time, just to remind the public that we are not savages. With an evening coat and a white tie, as you told me once, anybody, even a stock-broker, can gain a reputation for being civilized." (ch1). This quote shows the superficial behavior of society because Basil knows that if he shows up to fancy events wearing nice formal clothes then he will seem respectable to the high class people in his society even though he does not really want to be like them. 
	The seven deadly sins are represented in this book through many events. “They had stirred him at the time, and now as he stood gazing at the shadow of his own loveliness, the full reality of the description flashed across him." (ch2). This is a quote about the sin of vanity because Dorian becomes amazed at his own beauty and he begins think very highly of himself. The sense of his own beauty came on him like a revelation. He had never felt it before." (ch2). This is another example of Dorian starting to fall in love with his own image. "Never marry at all, Dorian. Men marry because they are tired; women, because they are curious: both are disappointed." (ch4). This when Lord Henry gives Dorian advice on how to handle his feelings for women because from Lord Henry’s experience in life he has decided that marriage just leaves a couple unhappy, he prefers to have no attachments in a relationship. “Moderation is a fatal thing. Enough is as bad as a meal. More than enough is as good as a feast.” (ch15). From this quote we can see how gluttony comes into the story because Dorian is saying that there is no such thing as having much. “I want to make Romeo jealous. I want the dead lovers of the world to hear our laughter and grow sad. I want a breath of our passion to stir the dust into consciousness, to wake their ashes into pain.” (ch4). This quote shows the envy of Dorian towards the character Romeo from William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet because he wants to be such a good lover that he makes him jealous. "In Sibyl's own room they parted. There was jealousy in the lad's heart, and a fierce, murderous hatred of his stranger who, as it seemed to him, had come between them." (ch5). This shows jealousy that Jim has for Dorian for taking Sibyl away. " He winced at the memory of all that he had suffered, and for a moment the same curious feeling of loathing for Basil Hallward that had made him kill him as he sat in the chair came back to him, and he grew cold with a passion" (ch14). Dorian is feeling wrath because he is not with Basil. “Yet it was not this alone that made him gloomy and morose" (ch5). This quote shows how Jim has become depressed about Sibyl. “The whole thing is most inconvenient and really, when James is going away to Australia, and I have so much to think of, I must say that you should have shown more consideration. However, as I said before, if he is rich..." (ch5). This quote is showing how it James did not really put much consideration into his trip to Australia but he will be fine because he has enough money. 
	Dorian Gray defines these characteristics through his emotions and actions. An example is that the characteristics of the seven deadly sins become noticeable after he meets Lord Henry. He tried to change at the end of the story to become pure again but the bad changes that he made at the beginning of the story we not intentional. In the final scene it symbolizes how all things must come to an end eventually. Dorian wished that he would live forever as long as his painting aged instead of him but he was wrong. A person can always change unless like they have a psychological disorder which means there might not be any cure for that person.


